
Wally Hill has committed himself to Se-
nior Olympics for the past fourteen years. Hill 
is not only a competi-
tive athlete; he even 
runs events such as 
Huachas as a Sport 
Coordinator and has 
helped in assisting 
other coordinators 
as well. Each sport 
Wally competes in, he 
is sure to put in 100 
percent and he always practices excellent 
sportsmanship. One description given about 
this “Golden Athlete” was, “He is one of the 
finest individuals you could ever meet; and 
regardless of the outcome of his competi-
tion, he always remains a gentleman.” 

Linda Weathers’ contribution to her fel-
low seniors, community, and her professional 
life is what has made her this year’s Senior 
Olympics female “Golden Athlete”. Linda, 
who is now retired, taught special education 
at a Goddard High School in Roswell, NM, but 
just because she has 
retired it does not 
mean she has slowed 
down in the slightest. 
Linda teaches tap 
dance to her fellow 
seniors to brighten 
their lives through 
learning and perfor-
mance. Somehow, 
Linda still finds the time to perform with the 
Dancing Rascals line dance group.

2008 Fern Harrison has displayed great courage 
in overcoming and living with serious illness. In 
1988, she was diagnosed 
and treated for breast 
cancer. Two years later she 
battled lung cancer. Hap-
pily both are in remission. 
Harrison, therefore, is a 
double cancer survivor. In 
January 2009, Fern had a 
surgical implant of a heart 
pacemaker to correct an 
arrhythmia. None of this has slowed Harrison 
down or dampened her interest and enthusiasm. 
Harrison is currently competing in air gun, shuf-
fleboard, track and bowling.
	 Fern keeps busy volunteering many hours 
in the service of Senior Olympics, as Doña Ana 
County Senior Olympics office staff worker, and 
by organizing county and state bowling events. 
Harrison has also helped with dance and talent 
competitions. Alongside her husband, Ken (also 
an active Senior Olympian), Fern has help raise 
money for Senior Olympics by working Aggie 
football games.
	 “Fern Harrison’s courage, strength, and dedica-
tion have made her stand out. New Mexico Senior 
Olympics is proud to have such a strong lady as 
their Courage Award recipient.” stated New Mex-
ico Senior Olympics’ Executive Director, Cecilia 
Acosta. 
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